Second Patapsco Summit Draws Crowd
On January 9, more than 70
stakeholders with interests in
the Patapsco Valley Heritage
Area gathered for the second
annual Patapsco Summit. The
inter-jurisdictional effort
spearheaded by Baltimore
County Councilman Tom Quirk
and Howard County
Councilman Jon Weinstein,
provided an opportunity for
attendees to explore ways to
build a better experience for all
in the Patapsco Valley.

Councilmen Jon Weinstein (right) and Tom Quirk (center) listen
as Oliver Gray (left), Marketing Manager for Diageo briefs
Summit attendees on the new Guinness Open Gate Brewery &
Barrel House coming to Relay. Mr. Gray answered questions
relative to community impact and the emphasized the company's
commitment to being a good community partner and neighbor.

Participants choose to
participate in one of four concurrent, table-top breakout sessions and worked to define
opportunities and challenges related to:
Developing Visitor Experiences
Patapsco Valley State Park--Access Challenges & Opportunities
Regional & Local Trails and Byways
Thomas Viaduct's "200" Anniversary

Read the article about the Summit in The Business Monthly

Meet Lindsey Baker, PHG's New Executive Director...
Lindsey Baker joined Patapsco Heritage Greenway as the
organization's new Executive Director in January. Ms. Baker
comes to PHG following nine years as the Executive Director
of the Laurel Historical Society.
In accepting the position Ms. Baker stated, "In my experience,
I have found that the strength of an organization comes from
working collaboratively with others and the possibilities in the
Patapsco Valley seem endless." READ MEDIA RELEASE

The Natural History of the Patapsco River
Monday, March 12, 7 pm at Howard County Library System MILLER BRANCH
Dr. Robert Clergen will discuss the movement of
tectonic plates into our current continental configuration,
the importance of latitude in determining weather, and
why our prevailing winds are westerlies. He will also
discuss rain and snowfall, temperature variation, plant
hardiness zones, as well as the fall line and its
significance in urban development, forests and deforestation. Free to the public. Limited
Seating.
Dr. Clergen received his BA in Biology and Education from the University of Colorado,
and a MS and PhD in Environmental Entomology from the University of Illinois. He spent
29 years in the Air Force as a biologist and is a resident of Catonsville. He continues to
lead and conduct environmental activities in the area.
PLEASE REGISTER HERE

PHG Receives $50,000 Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant
Patapsco Heritage Greenway received a $50,000 grant from the Chesapeake Bay
Trust (CBT) to use towards a pet waste behavior change campaign in Elkridge in the
Deep Run Watershed. The grant is funded by Howard County and administered by
CBT for community-based investigation and awareness, and a behavior change
marketing campaign.
One gram of pet waste can contain up to 23 million
bacteria. When it rains, pet waste can wash off of
lawns and other surfaces into streams and creeks.
Unlike the dung of many wild animals, such as deer,
the waste of dogs contains many more bacteria and
parasites
The addition of these harmful bacteria and nutrients to
local waters encourage excess weed and algae
growth and are a major cause of water quality decline. When pet waste is washed into
rivers and streams, it decays, using up oxygen and often releasing ammonia. Low
oxygen levels and ammonia combined with warm temperatures can kill fish and other
aquatic life.

Valley Discovery : Albin O. Kuhn Gallery at UMBC
The Albin O. Kuhn Library Gallery is located on the first floor of the Albin O. Kuhn
Library at UMBC. The Gallery serves as one of the principal art spaces in the region.
Items from the Library's Special Collections Department, as well as art and artifacts
from all over the world, are displayed in challenging and informative exhibitions. In
addition to exhibitions, the Library Gallery often hosts panel discussions and private
guest lectures. View CALENDAR of Events.

Current Exhibition:
"Our People, Our Land, Our Images"
This photographic exhibition features the work of 26
indigenous artists from the United States, Canada,
Peru, Iraq, and New Zealand. Distinctive in its historical
reach, the exhibition includes newly discovered 19thcentury trailblazers, members of the next generation of
emerging photographers, and well established
contemporary practitioners.
Admission to the exhibition is free and open to the public.
Gallery hours: Monday through Friday: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Thursday until 8 p.m., and
Saturday and Sunday: 12 - 5 p.m.

Attention ...
Show your Valley pride on your next picnic, river expedition, or
Main Street shopping spree with our new canvas tote bag. If you
are interested reply to this email and we will send you pricing.
We also have hats and a great selection of books about the
Valley. QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources
stocked the Daniels Area of the Patapsco River with
a total of 1,800 Rainbow and Golden Trout on
February 20. More will be added in the coming
months in both Daniels and in the Avalon Area. You
can find more information and a complete stocking schedule HERE.

Of special note...
Did you know up to a billion birds die in collisions with
glass each year in the United States?
Legislation is currently under consideration in Maryland to
address this issue--take a look and let your representatives
know your position.
House Bill
Senate Bill :
Hearing is 3/06 at 1 pm (Education, Health, and Environmental
Affairs)

Save these dates...

(Please click on listing to check for details)

February 24 - Tropical Soiree in Old Ellicott CIty
March 16 - Easter and the Changing Moon (Banneker Planetarium at CCBC)
March 17 - An Irish Tea at The Elkridge Furnace Inn
March 18 - Winter's End Forest Forensics (registration required)
March 25 - 7 mi. Daniels Hike (fast pace, Mountain Club of Maryland)
April 7 - Oella Benefit Ball (benefits Oella Historical Society)

Thank YOU... to everyone who contributed to our 2017 annual
fundraising campaign. With your help we raised over $9,000 in contributions to
further our work on your behalf in the Patapsco Valley.
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